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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NDOT Announces Grantees For Make It Click Campaign Ahead of
Summer Travel Season

May 14, 2026 (Lincoln, Neb.) — The Nebraska Department of Transportation Highway Safety Office
(NDOT HSO) has awarded grant funding to 43 law enforcement agencies across the state for the Make
It Click seat belt enforcement campaign, which will run from May 15 through May 31. The campaign
uses high-visibility enforcement to increase seat belt use and reduce crashes on Nebraska roadways.

“Seat belts remain one of the most effective tools to reduce the risk of fatal or serious injury in a crash,”
said Ryley Egger, NDOT HSO Administrator. “As we head into the busy summer travel season, we urge
drivers to buckle up before every trip. These grants help local law enforcement strengthen enforcement
efforts and reinforce that message across Nebraska.”

According to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) data, Nebraska's seat belt usage
rate is 80.2%, ranking 46th nationally.

The campaign coincides with graduation and Memorial Day weekend, which some consider the
unofficial start of summer. Preliminary data from the NDOT HSO shows that in 2025, only 59 of
Nebraska’s 227 fatalities were wearing seat belts. Thus far, in 2026, there have been 69 fatalities
across the state. Additionally, national data from NHTSA showed that in 2024, 48% of fatalities in
passenger vehicles were not wearing seat belts.

The Make It Click campaign is one of the NHTSA national high-visibility enforcement campaigns,
focusing specifically on the consequences of not wearing a seat belt, while urging travelers to always
buckle up. Below is a full list of grantees from the NDOT HSO.
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May 2026 Make It Click Campaign Grantees

Beatrice Police Department

McCook Police Department

Blair Police Department

Merrick County Sheriff's Office

Brown County Sheriff's Office

Nebraska City Police Department

Buffalo County Sheriff's Office

Nebraska State Patrol

Central City Police Department

Ogallala Police Department

Chadron Police Department

Omaha Police Department

Columbus Police Department

O'Neill Police Department

Custer County Sheriff's Office

Otoe County Sheriff's Office

Dakota County Sheriff's Office

Papillion Police Department

Douglas County Sheriff's Office

Platte County Sheriff's Office

Falls City Police Department

Ralston Police Department

Fillmore County Sheriff's Office

Richardson County Sheriff's Office

Franklin County Sheriff's Office

Saunders County Sheriff's Office

Grand Island Police Department

Schuyler Police Department

Harlan County Sheriff's Office

Scotts Bluff County Sheriff's Office

Hastings Police Department

Sherman County Sheriff's Office

Hitchcock County Sheriff's Office

South Sioux City Police Department

Holdrege Police Department

Thurston County Sheriff's Office

Johnson County Sheriff's Office

Valley County Sheriff's Office

La Vista Police Department

Washington County Sheriff's Office

Lancaster County Sheriff's Office

Webster County Sheriff's Office

Lincoln County Sheriff's Office

Contact:
Samantha Bernt, 402-430-9768
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