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1.0 Introduction 

Nebraskaôs economic vitality and quality of life depend in great part on how well the Stateôs freight 

transportation network moves goods regionally, nationally, and internationally. Nebraskaôs intricate 

network of highway corridors, railroads, ports, and air cargo facilities handle large volumes of legacy 

energy, agriculture, and manufactured goods, as well as goods that are essential in todayôs modern 

economy, including electronics, pharmaceuticals, and other consumer products from all over the world. 

The Stateôs importance to these industries and markets offers continued prospects for growth, but it is 

imperative that Nebraska not only preserve critical system assets and support freight-related 

development, but also proactively prepare for a future that will almost certainly increase freight volumes 

and activity, particularly on the highway system. Further compounding the challenge is the persistent and 

increasing challenge of extreme weather and natural hazards that threatens the integrity of the 

multimodal freight system and the stability of homes, businesses, farms, and communities. 

Understanding these complex systems, the role the Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) 

plays in their continued use, and how publicly funded projects, policies and strategies can influence 

private-sector decisions that impact Nebraskaôs citizens and companies is key to planning for a future 

funding environment where needs far outweigh available resources.  

The 2017 Nebraska State Freight Planðthe first of its kind for NDOTðlaid the groundwork for the 

development of a continuous, comprehensive statewide freight planning program. The 2023 Nebraska 

State Freight Plan (SFP) builds on this document by identifying and describing the underlying industry 

drivers of goods movement in Nebraska and evaluating how supply chains have impacted the condition 

and performance of the system, particularly in light of the transformative shocks and changes that have 

occurred since the onset of the COVID-19 global pandemic in early 2020. The 2023 SFP incorporates the 

latest data and research on freight and supply chain trends, with insight from a broad set of public- and 

private-sector freight transportation stakeholders, including the Planôs Freight Advisory Committee (FAC). 

Stakeholder input is a key element in helping NDOT and its partners develop policies, programs, and 

projects that can reduce the cost of business in Nebraska and help the state attract and retain the 

industries it covets. 

NDOTôs mission is to enhance quality of life through a convenient, safe, and innovative transportation 

system. The vision, goals, strategies, and actions established in the 2023 SFP move forward NDOTôs 

comprehensive program to invest in the Stateôs highway system, as well as efforts by other Nebraska-

based entities to invest and grow multimodal freight infrastructure, including railroads, air cargo facilities, 

and intermodal and transload facilities. Together with the 2040 Statewide Transportation Plan, the 2023 

SFP ensures that Nebraska is ready to rise to the challenges and opportunities through 2040 and 

beyond, to fulfill its mission and keep the stateôs businesses and communities thriving. 
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FIGURE 1.1 NEBRASKA FREIGHT SYSTEM & ECONOMY OVERVIEW 

 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis; U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics; U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics; U.S. Census; Nebraska Department of Transportation. 










































































































































































































































































