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Reported Distracted Driving Fatalities
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Weak Public Policy

• No Primary Seat Belt Law

• Distracted Driving

• Texting Only

• Under 21 Only

• Advocates for Highway and Auto 
Safety
• “Danger” rating

• National Safety Council
• “Off Track” rating



2017 – Buckle Up Phone Down (BUPD)

• Grassroots
• Regional Coalitions

• Peer-to-Peer

• Schools & Businesses

• Cultural Awareness

• Actionable

• Ownership



The Early Days
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BUPD High School 
Showdowns
• Launched in October 

2021

• Partnership with 
AAA

• GHSA Grant

• 15 high schools

• 2022 - 70 high schools

• 2023 - 110 high schools

• 52,500 students



Showdown Website & Leaderboard



BUPD Business Showdown

• Started in 2022

• Partnership with AAA and Missouri Employers Mutual

• GHSA Grant

• Employer Policies

• Employee Training

• New for 2023 – Safest Driver Competition!



Employer Toolkit



Safest Driver Competition

• 75 Businesses

• 10 Weeks

• Safest Business - $10,000

• Top 3 Safest Drivers

• 1st Place:  $2,500

• 2nd Place:  $1,500

• 3rd Place:  $1,000

• Weekly Prizes for safe drivers



Unleashing Creativity



BUPD – 
Life Saving Results

• Seat belt use up 6-7%

• More than 75% of 
Missourians recognize BUPD

• Dozens of states/territories 
have joined

• 50,000+ pledges

• 2023:  A Hands-Free Law!



Save the Date!

BUPD Day
October 30, 2024



Jon Nelson
MoDOT Highway Safety and Traffic Division
573-751-5417
jonathan.nelson@modot.mo.gov

Buckle up – Phone down – Slow down – Drive sober


