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NEW GRANT ASSURANCES & GRANT LANGUAGE 

In April 2025, the FAA issued important 
updates to the Airport Improvement Program 
(AIP) grant assurances and released a revised 
grant agreement template for the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)  
and Airport Infrastructure Grant (AIG). These 
changes were accompanied by a formal letter 
from the Secretary of Transportation, sent to 
all U.S. DOT-funding recipients on April 24, 
2025, including airport sponsors. Below is a 
summary of key points from the letter and 
related FAA updates. 

ITEM 1: Secretary of Transportation Letter – 
Key Legal Expectations. The Secretary’s letter 
(attached) reaffirms the legal responsibilities 
of U.S. DOT-funding recipients, outlines the 
Department's policy expectations, and 
stresses the consequences of non-compliance 
with Federal law and grant terms.  

Key obligations for recipients of U.S. DOT 
funds include: 
1. Compliance with Federal Law:  

Recipients must fully comply with the U.S. 
Constitution, Federal Statutes and 
Regulations, and public policies. This 
includes upholding free speech, religious 
liberty, non-discrimination, and 
immigration enforcement laws. 

2. Non-Discrimination Requirements:  
Based on the Equal Protection Clause, 
relevant Federal laws (e.g., Title VI and VII 

of the Civil Rights Act, Title IX, Airport and 
Airway Improvement Act, and Federal-Aid 
Highway Act), and recent Supreme Court 
decisions (particularly the Students for 
Fair Admissions v. Harvard decision), 
recipients must not discriminate based on 
race, sex, color, national origin, religion, 
or use DEI-based initiatives. 

3. Merit-Based Practices:  
Hiring, contracting, and funding decisions 
must be merit-based and not discriminate 
based on prohibited categories. 

4. Immigration Law Compliance: 
Recipients must cooperate with Federal 
authorities in the enforcement of all 
applicable laws, including Federal 
immigration law. They must also ensure 
that subawards and subcontracts are 
issued only to U.S. Citizens, U.S. Nationals, 
Lawful Permanent Residents, or other 
legally recognized entities. 

Consequences of Non-compliance: 
Non-compliance with grant requirements can 
lead to serious consequences, including loss of 
funding, audits, recovery of awarded funds, 
and potential civil- or criminal-liability. To help 
avoid unintentional violations, the U.S. DOT 
and FAA encourage proactive engagement. 
Technical assistance is available by contacting 
the FAA at GrantAgreements@faa.gov. 

QUESTIONS ABOUT  
GRANT AGREEMENTS & 
GRANT ASSURANCES? 

Email the FAA at: 
GrantAgreements@faa.gov  

 

GENERAL QUESTIONS OR 
COMMENTS? 

Call NDOT Division of 
Aeronautics at 402.471.2371 

mailto:GrantAgreements@faa.gov
mailto:GrantAgreements@faa.gov
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LINKS: 
FAA AIP Grant 
Assurances: 
https://www.federalregister.go
v/documents/2025/04/25/202
5-07224/airport-improvement-
program-aip-grant-assurances  

 

Airport Improvement 
Program (AIP) Grant / 
Apportionment Data: 

https://www.faa.gov/airports/a
ip/grantapportion_data  

 

FY25 AIG – Grant 
Agreement Template: 

https://www.faa.gov/airports/a
ip/grantapportion_data/fy-25-
grant-agreement-template  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW GRANT ASSURANCES & GRANT LANGUAGE 

ITEM 2: Summary of FAA AIP Grant Assurance 
Updates (Effective FY 2025)  
Published as Document 2025-07224, 90 FR 
17501, the FAA’s updates reflect the new 
legislative mandates from the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2024, and recent 
Executive Orders. 

Key Changes to Grant Assurances: 
1. Removal of the following Executive 

Orders (EO): 
• EO 11246 – Equal Employment 

Opportunity 
• EO 12898 – Environmental Justice 
• EO 13985 – Advancing Racial Equity 
• EO 13988 – Gender Identity/Sexual 

Orientation Discrimination 
• EO 14008 – Climate Crisis Action 

2. Addition of New Federal Laws and 
Executive Orders: 
• Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act, Pub. L. 117-58, Title VIII 
• EO 14149 – Restoring Freedom of 

Speech 
• EO 14151 – Ending DEI Programs and 

Preferencing 
• EO 14154 – Unleashing American 

Energy 
• EO 14168 – Defending Women and 

Restoring Biological Truth 
• EO 14173 – Ending Illegal 

Discrimination and Restoring Merit 

3. Updates to Specific Grant Assurances:  
• Grant Assurance 1 (General Federal 

Requirements): The introductory 
paragraph has been revised to specify 
that performance under the agreement 
must comply with applicable federal 

Statutes and Regulations, Executive 
Orders, policies, guidelines, and 
requirements. 

• Grant Assurance 5 (Preserving Rights 
and Powers): Updated per Section 743 
of FAA Reauthorization Act 2024. 

• Grant Assurance 29 (Airport Layout 
Plan): also updated per Section 743. 

• Grant Assurance 30 (Civil Rights): 
Revised to align with Executive Order 
14151, focusing on ending certain DEI 
programs and preferencing. 

• New Airports Assurance 40 (Access to 
Leaded Aviation Fuel): Airports that 
offered 100LL fuel in 2022 must 
continue to make it available until 
either December 31, 2030, or until a 
suitable FAA-approved unleaded 
alternative becomes widely available 

Airport sponsors should review the updated 
assurances thoroughly to ensure continued 
compliance when accepting AIP funding. 

ITEM 3: FY2025 Airport Infrastructure Grant: 
Under the IIJA (formerly the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law), the FY2025 AIG 
agreement has been revised to align with 
updated Federal Statutes and Regulations. 
The FAA has released a new grant agreement 
template, with changes highlighted  in yellow 
for ease of review.  
 
You can download the updated template here: 
FY25 AIG - Grant Agreement Template  
 

QUESTIONS ABOUT  
GRANT AGREEMENTS & 
GRANT ASSURANCES? 

Email the FAA at: 
GrantAgreements@faa.gov  

 

GENERAL QUESTIONS OR 
COMMENTS? 

Call NDOT Division of 
Aeronautics at 402.471.2371 
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