
Nebraska Teen Driver Safety 

Programming

Jeanne Bietz, MA

Jeanne.bietz@nebraska.gov

402-471-0361



• Peer-to-peer program for teens that focuses on traffic 
safety.

• Ran by students in schools through the guidance of a 
teacher or school sponsor.

• Students plan activities and outreach that cover risk 
areas.

• Win CA$H for the school for doing activities.

• Have access to all kinds of free resources.

• Positive changes in knowledge and behavior.

Peer-to-Peer Education

Teens in the Driver Seat



Night/Drowsy Driving

Speeding/Racing

Distractions

Low Seat Belt Use

Impaired Driving

Top Driving Risks Covered

Driver inexperience 

is the #1 cause for 

teen crashes along 

with these following 

situations:  



TDS Resource Kit 



Nebraska TDS in 

Action



Recognition/Leadership Opportunities

• All Star School

• SponStar

• Teen Advisory Board

• Extra Mile Senior Activity

• Driving the Message Video or 

 Poster Contest Winner

• Zero Hero Activities

• Distracted Driving

• Seat Belt

• Pedestrian



QR Code to Register



GDL Education and Policy

• Increases parental 
knowledge leading to 
better enforcement of 
GDL.

• Integrate GDL information 
into driver education.

• Quick guide for law 
enforcement.

• School use for families.

• Improvements needed in 
GDL policy.



• Parents play a key role in keeping their teen safe at the wheel. Parents 
who are supportive, involved and enforce driving restrictions can lower 
their teen's crash risk by 50 percent. (Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia)

• Teens with involved parents/guardians are:​

• Twice as likely to use their seat belt,

• 70 percent less likely to drink and drive,

• Half as likely to speed,

• 30 percent less likely to use a cell phone while driving

• Significantly less likely to drive with multiple passengers

Parent/Guardian Involvement



Parent Resources

• Parent-teen driving agreement: 
schools, driver education programs

• GDL card

• Ads/Social Media

• NET sporting events



• Study by UNL Dept. of Educational 
Psychology and NE Prevention 
Center for Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse

• Inequities in access to driver 
education across the state

• Barriers

• Instructor availability

• Location/distance

• Cost

• Time/don’t fit in schedule

• Perception it is a waste of 
time

• Delivery of information

Driver Education



Thank You!!

Jeanne Bietz
402-471-0361 
jeanne.bietz@nebraska.gov


