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Chapter 1 Introduction 
1.1 Background 

Figure 1.1 Project Location 
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Figure 1.2 National Highway System in Nebraska (2020) 

Figure 1.3 Congressionally Designated High Priority Corridors on the NHS 
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Figure 1.4 Ports to Plains Alliance Corridor Map 
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1.2 Location 

2

1.3 Past Planning 

3

Figure 1.5 Original 1988 Nebraska Expressway System (completion as of 2022) 
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Figure 1.6 Nebraska’s Designated Priority Commercial System Roadways 
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Figure 1.7 Heartland Expressway, Colorado to South Dakota (completion as of 2022) 
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1.4 Logical Termini 
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1.5 Summary 
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Chapter 2 Purpose and Need 

2.1 Purpose 

 

 

 

 

2.2 Need 

2.2.1 Improved Highway Corridor 
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Figure 2.1 Crash History along US-26 and L62A from Minatare to US-385 (2016-2019) 

2.2.2 Federal and State Legislative Intent 
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Table 2.1 Nebraska Earmarks received for the Heartland Expressway 

Table 2.2 Other State Earmarks received for the Heartland Expressway 
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Figure 2.2 Build Nebraska Act and Transportation Innovation Act (2011 Progress) 
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Figure 2.3 Build Nebraska Act and Transportation Innovation Act (2016 Progress) 
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2.2.3 Roadway and Operational Challenges 
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Figure 2.4 Expected increase in land-based wind turbine size in the U.S. 
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2.3 Purpose and Need Summary 
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2.4 Goals 

 

 

2.4.1 Goal – Economic Development 
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Figure 2.5 Wind Resources of the United States 
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Figure 2.6 Nebraska Freight Network & Intermodal Facilities 
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Figure 2.7 Critical Freight Corridor Network in Nebraska 

 

2.4.2 Goal – Efficient use of Funds 

20

21
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Figure 2.8 AASHTO Green Book and Practical Design Concepts 

22
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Chapter 3 Alternatives 
3.1 Background 

Figure 3.1 Alternative Selection Process
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3.2 Facility Types 

 
 
 
 
 

3.2.1 Super 2 Highway 

 

 

 

Figure 3.2 Typical Passing Lane Layout
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3.2.2 2-Lane Highway with Climbing Lanes 

3.2.3 2-Lane Highway with Auxiliary Turn Lanes 
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3.2.4 4-Lane Undivided Highway 

24

3.2.5 4-Lane Divided Highway 

3.3 Alignment Alternatives 
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3.3.1 2000 Selected Alternative  

3.3.2 Centered Alignment (Full Reconstruction) 

26

3.2.3 2+2 Strategy 

37
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Figure 3.3 Example of 2+2 Highway 

 

 

 

3.3.4 South Offset Alignment  
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3.3.5 North Offset Alignment 

Table 3.1 Preliminary Impacts of the North and South Alternative 
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3.4 Alternatives Carried Forward for Detailed Evaluation 

3.4.1 No-Build Alternative 

3.4.2 Preferred Alternative (4-Lane Divided Highway, 2+2 Strategy with a 
North Alignment) 

 

 
 

 

3.5 Proposed Project Description  
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Chapter 4 Affected Environment and 
Environmental Impacts 
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4.1 Land Use 

4.1.1 Affected Environment 

4.1.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.1.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.1.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.2 Agriculture and Farmland 

4.2.1 Affected Environment  
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4.2.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.2.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.2.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.3 Right-of-Way and Relocations 

4.3.1 Affected Environment  

4.3.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.3.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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Table 4.1 Structure Relocations for the Preferred Alternative 
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4.3.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.4 Community Impact Assessment 
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4.4.1 Affected Environment  

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Table 4.2 Demographics Summary of Community Characteristics 
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4.4.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.4.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.4.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.5 Environmental Justice 

4.5.1 Affected Environment  

 
 
 
 
 

4.5.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.5.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.5.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

 
 
 
 
 

4.6 Transportation 

4.6.1 Affected Environment  



MINATARE – US-385  PROJECT NO. NH-26-1(172) 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  CONTROL NO. 51521 

October 2024 55 
 

4.6.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.6.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.6.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.7 Utilities 

4.7.1 Affected Environment  

Table 4.3 Utilities in the Study Area 
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4.7.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.7.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.7.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.8 Irrigation Canals and Districts 
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4.8.1 Affected Environment  

Figure 4.2 Irrigation Canals and Districts 
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4.8.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.8.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.8.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.9 Historic Properties 

 

 
 

 

4.9.1 Affected Environment 
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Table 4.4 Consulting Parties 
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4.9.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.9.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.9.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.10 Paleontology 

4.10.1 Affected Environment  

4.10.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.10.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.10.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 



MINATARE – US-385  PROJECT NO. NH-26-1(172) 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  CONTROL NO. 51521 

October 2024 67 
 

4.11 Visual Effects 

4.11.1 Affected Environment  

4.11.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.11.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.11.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.12 Section 4(f) Properties 
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4.12.1 Affected Environment  

4.12.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.12.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.12.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.13 Section 6(f) Properties 

4.14 Hazardous Materials 

4.14.1 Affected Environment  
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Table 4.5 Hazardous Materials Sites in the Study Area 

4.14.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.14.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.14.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.15 Air Quality 
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4.15.1 Affected Environment  

4.15.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.15.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.15.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.16 Noise 

Table 4.6 Noise Abatement Criteria per Land Use Activity 

4.16.1 Affected Environment  
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4.16.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.16.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.16.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.17 Wild and Scenic Rivers 

4.18 Floodplains 

4.18.1 Affected Environment  
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Figure 4.3 Ninemile Creek Zone A Floodplain 

  

4.18.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.18.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.18.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.19 Water Quality 
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4.19.1 Affected Environment  
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4.19.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.19.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

 
o 
o 

 
o 

 
o 

 
o 

 
o 
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4.19.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.20 Wetlands and Water Resources 
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4.20.1 Affected Environment  

Table 4.7 Wetland and Water Resources Identified in the Study Area 
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4.20.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.20.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

Table 4.8 Wetland and Water Resource Impacts 
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4.20.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 

4.21 Threatened and Endangered Species 
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4.21.1 Affected Environment  

Table 4.9 Federally and State Listed Threatened and Endangered Species in the Project 
Action Area 
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4.21.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.21.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
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4.21.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.22 Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation 

4.22.1 Affected Environment  
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Table 4.10 Wildlife Corridors 
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Table 4.11. State Noxious Weeds 
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Table 4.12 Nebraska’s Invasive Plants Watch List for Shortgrass Prairie Ecoregion 

4.22.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 
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4.22.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.22.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.23 Cumulative Impacts 

 

 

 

4.23.1 Affected Environment  
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4.23.2 Impacts of the No Build Alternative 

4.23.3 Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 

4.23.4 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation 
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4.24 Summary of Impacts 

Table 4.13 Summary of Impacts 
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4.25 Permits and Approvals 
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Table 4.14 Permits and Approvals 
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Chapter 5 Agency and Public Coordination 

5.1 Resource Agency Coordination 

5.1.1 Pre-Application Meeting 

5.1.2 Agency Scoping Meeting 

5.1.3 Jurisdictional Determination Meeting 

5.2 Public and Stakeholder Coordination 
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5.2.1 Stakeholder Meeting with City of Minatare 

5.2.2 Irrigation Districts Meeting 

5.2.3 Stakeholder Meeting 

5.2.4 Public Meeting 
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Table 5.15 Comments and Responses 

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; if share address, 
can add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.
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Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe 
for updates on project website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.
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Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.
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Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.
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Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.
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Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe 
for updates on project website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.
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Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working with project stakeholders as 
advance. Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

NDOT District 5 staff met with of Minatare November 
10, 2022  Can subscribe for updates on project website; will add to project 
distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

Committed to working 
with project stakeholders as advance. Can subscribe for updates on project 
website; will add to project distribution list.

5.2.5 Irrigation Districts & Stakeholder Meeting 
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5.2.6 Irrigation Districts Meeting 

5.3 Public Hearing 

5.4 Availability of Draft EA for Review 
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Chapter 6 Commitments and Mitigation 

6.1 Land Use 

6.2 Agriculture and Farmland 

6.3 Right-of-Way and Relocations 

6.4 Community Cohesion and Community Facilities 
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6.5 Environmental Justice 

 
 
 
 
 

6.6 Transportation 

6.7 Utilities 
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6.8 Irrigation Canals and Districts 

6.9 Historic Properties 

 

 

 

 

 

6.10 Paleontology 
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6.11 Visual Effects 

6.12 Section 4(f) Properties 

6.13 Section 6(f) Properties 

6.14 Hazardous Materials 



MINATARE – US-385  PROJECT NO. NH-26-1(172) 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  CONTROL NO. 51521 

October 2024 122 
 



MINATARE – US-385  PROJECT NO. NH-26-1(172) 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  CONTROL NO. 51521 

October 2024 123 
 



MINATARE – US-385  PROJECT NO. NH-26-1(172) 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  CONTROL NO. 51521 

October 2024 124 
 

6.15 Air Quality 

6.16 Noise 

6.17 Wild and Scenic Rivers 

6.18 Floodplains 

6.19 Water Quality 
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6.20 Wetlands and Water Resources 

6.21 Threatened and Endangered Species 
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6.22 Fish, Wildlife, and Vegetation 

6.23 Cumulative Impacts 


