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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NDOT, Pillen Administration Celebrate Opening of US-6 & 192 Street
Diverging Diamond Interchange

November 25, 2025 (Lincoln, Neb.) — Today, Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) officials,
alongside Governor Jim Pillen and Congressman Don Bacon celebrated the completion of the U.S.
Highway 6 (US-6 or West Dodge Road) & 192nd Street Diverging Diamond Interchange with a ribbon
cutting.

Construction on the project, which began in March 2024, consisted of reconstructing 192" Street to a
Diverging Diamond Interchange (DDI), and making repairs on the West Dodge Road bridge over 192
Street. The interchange, which was originally designed to serve rural traffic, has seen significant traffic
increases due to growth in the area and proximity to Methodist Women'’s Hospital, the largest women's
hospital in the region. In total, the project cost just under $15.3 million, and was paid for by funds from
the Build Nebraska Act and the City of Omaha.

“Traffic safety requires a collaborative approach. Part of the responsibility falls on drivers to stay alert,
monitor conditions and speeds, and stay off their phones. But there are also design aspects to our
roadways that can benefit from improvement,” said Gov. Jim Pillen. “In this area of Omaha, which is
experiencing ever-increasing traffic volume, engineers and traffic experts at NDOT have used a
commonsense approach to creating a traffic exchange that should result in fewer collisions.”

Throughout construction, crews were able avoid full closures of the interchange ramps at 192" Street
and the West Dodge Expressway to maintain access to the hospital and emergency facilities.
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“The Methodist Women's Hospital campus provides care to a variety of patients, and being able to get
them there safely is important to us,” Jeff Prochazka, vice president of strategic planning and business
development for Methodist Health System, said. “We appreciate the DOT's work and cooperation in
keeping the intersection open throughout the duration of the project. This was essential for our
emergency services partners as well as everyone who needed access to our campus.”

The US-6 & 192" Street DDI is the second in the state. The first, located at I-80 and NW 48" Street in
Lincoln, has led to a 75% reduction in fatal and serious injury crashes and a 14% reduction in injury
crashes. DDIs are designed to alleviate traffic congestion and improve safety by directing traffic to the
left side of the road, eliminating conflicts with left turns. Benefits include enhanced visibility, reduced
collision points, and increased left turn capacity without the need for additional lanes.

“Projects like this have a direct impact on communities, whether it's families accessing care,
commuters heading to work, or quicker and safer access for first responders,” said NDOT Director Vicki
Kramer. “We are confident the Omaha DDI will produce the same positive impact we're seeing in
Lincoln. While project designs like this can enhance safety, drivers will need to continue to do their part
by driving the speed limit, buckling up, and keeping phones down.”

Click here to download drone footage of the Omaha DDI construction.
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