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Why Support the Lincoln South Beltway
As far back as the 1960s, regional leaders determined the need to improve east-west connectivity
for regional and interstate travel through Nebraska and to reduce conflicts along existing urban
streets in the City of Lincoln (City), Nebraska between local and through traffic, especially
heavy truck traffic.
• Increased travel demand on the City’s transportation network from regional
population and traffic growth. Population and traffic volumes in the City and Lancaster
County have increased steadily. New development has been concentrated on the edges of
the City, with strong growth projected to the south and east where road system capacity is
limited.
• Potential impacts of conflicts between local and regional trips along Nebraska
Highway through the City. Nebraska Highway is an Urban Principal Arterial and a link
in the regional N-2 rural expressway. Nebraska Highway serves local traffic within
Lincoln as well as regional traffic passing through the City. Nebraska Highway traverses
the urban area diagonally between S. 120th Street and US-77. The roadway has signalcontrolled intersections and many driveways with direct access to private properties,
which provide important local access but make through travel inefficient in comparison
to a freeway-type facility. Also, adding regional through traffic to the local trips increases
volumes and congestion on Nebraska Highway, slowing both local and regional travel.
• Unique challenges associated with heavy truck traffic through the City. Nebraska
Highway through the City presents a slowdown or bottleneck in uninterrupted freight
travel, as roadways east and west of the urban area (N-2 and US-77) have been upgraded
to expressway standards. Frequent stops and slow acceleration and deceleration of trucks
on Nebraska Highway through the City disrupts traffic flow, impedes mobility, and
presents safety concerns for both freight and local travelers.
Project Description
The Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) has partnered with local and regional,
public and private entities to provide a new freeway, the Lincoln South Beltway, south of the
City of Lincoln city limits. The Lincoln South Beltway would serve as the primary route between
U.S. Highway 77 (US-77) and existing Nebraska Highway 2 (N- 2), specifically for vehicles
whose origin and/or destination are not within the city. The facility would initially be constructed
as a four-lane freeway with system interchanges at US-77 and N-2 and service interchanges at S.
27th Street, S. 68th Street, and S. 82nd Street. The Lincoln South Beltway would become part of
the state highway system. The existing N-2 corridor would become a business route primarily
under the jurisdiction of the City of Lincoln.
The Lincoln South Beltway provides the following:
• Connects logical termini and is of sufficient length to address environmental matters on a
broad scope
• Independent utility or independent significance
• No restriction to consideration of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable
transportation improvements.
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Project Location
The Lincoln South Beltway would be a new freeway south of the City, generally parallel to and
approximately 0.5 mile south of Saltillo Road. Interchanges would be provided (from west to
east) at US-77, S. 27th Street, S. 68th Street, S. 82nd Street, and Nebraska Highway 2 (N2)/Nebraska Highway.
The eastern project terminus connects the Lincoln South Beltway at the regional N-2 and
Nebraska Highway urban arterial. This is a rational end point because it would allow the Lincoln
South Beltway to serve both regional through trips on the N-2 rural expressway east of the City
and local trips on the Nebraska Highway urban four-lane arterial that cuts diagonally through the
City. On the west end, the Lincoln South Beltway connects to US-77, another regional highway
that connects north-south across Nebraska. The east-west project limits at Nebraska Highway/N2 and US-77, respectively, represent a complete end-to-end connection across the City’s
periphery and provide seamless connections with these other regional roadways. Service
interchanges were selected to serve local connections to the Lincoln South Beltway based on
existing and projected development and traffic patterns.

Lincoln South Beltway Project Location
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Grant Funds, Sources and Uses of Project Funds \ Cost Share
Recognizing surface transportation needs in Nebraska and the insufficient funding available to
meet those needs, the 2011 Nebraska Legislature passed into law the Build Nebraska Act (BNA).
This 20-year funding mechanism reassigned 1/4 of 1 cent of the existing general state sales tax
receipts to state and local highways, roads and streets. The lion’s share, 85%, goes to the
Nebraska Department of Transportation for expansion and reconstruction of the Expressway
system and federally designated High Priority Corridors, and construction of new highways and
other high priority projects for the State Highway System. These funds first became available in
the fall of 2013 and are estimated to generate $1.2 billion over the twenty year period. The Act
also directs funding (15% of the total) to counties and municipalities for road and street
purposes, distributed by formula.
Below is a summary of effort spent to date ($9,182,000) and expected cost to complete
($288,133,000). Federal dollars spent to date are approximately $7,199,700, but the Nebraska
Department of Transportation is currently planning on all next project phases to be funded from
the Build Nebraska Act (BNA).
To better leverage federal and state funding for this project, the City of Lincoln has committed to
providing $50 million to the Lincoln South Beltway project that is sourced from funds available
to the City. This includes City Capital Improvement funds and Railroad Transportation Safety
District (RTSD) funds. The RTSD is a political subdivision created in 1971 by the Nebraska
Legislature. The RTSD is an entity that gathers and administers funds for railroad safety related
projects for the City of Lincoln and Lancaster County. RTSD funding will go specifically to
railroad grade separations that are part of the project. Lancaster County will be relinquishing
their right-of-way along Highway 2, not in the city limits, to NDOT for the project.
October 2017
Estimate

Work Phase

Expense to Date

Remaining

Total

Design

$ 15,500,000

$

5,408,000

$

10,092,000

$

15,500,000

ROW

$ 25,000,000

$

3,580,000

$

21,420,000

$

25,000,000

Utilities

$

6,675,000

$

194,000

$

6,481,000

$

6,675,000

Construction

$ 227,400,000

$

-

$

227,400,000

$

227,400,000

Contingency - 5%

$ 11,370,000

$

-

$

11,370,000

$

11,370,000

CE - 5%

$ 11,370,000

$

-

$

11,370,000

$

11,370,000

$

297,315,000

Project Total

Allowing Nebraska to use an alternative funding source through the TIGER grant would have a
compounding effect. This additional source of revenue would greatly help our State fulfill the
commitment made to the citizens of Nebraska. Through the passage of the Build Nebraska Act,
this shows our State’s commitment to roadway infrastructure.
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Work Done to Date

The City of Lincoln began planning for a
beltway loop around Lincoln in the 1960s. In
the 1990s, the City partnered with NDOT,
FHWA, and Lancaster County to conduct an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that
evaluated potential south and east links to a
perimeter loop (that would link to US-77 on
the west and Interstate 80 (I-80) on the north).
In 2002, the EIS was completed and the
Lincoln South Beltway was approved in a
Record of Decision. Progress continued on the
design of the Lincoln South Beltway until
2009, when the project was put on hold
because construction funding could not be
secured. The Lincoln South Beltway project
was revived in 2013, when the Build Nebraska
Act passed and identified the project as a Tier
1 priority to be constructed in the first ten
years of the program. NDOT prepared a Draft
Environmental Assessment (DEA) to evaluate
changes and refinements to the design and
determine if the impacts and mitigation
measures disclosed in 2002 needed to be
revisited.
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Project Readiness
Project components included in the Lincoln South
Beltway have undergone a comprehensive NEPA
analysis. FHWA signed the original Environmental
Impact Statement in June of 2002.
With the Build Nebraska Act, the project was restarted and we have recently completed a signed Draft
Environmental Assessment (DEA). The DEA was
used as a re-evaluation of the 2002 EIS to determine if
environmental impacts in 2002 changed and how to
address them.
The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has
provided a preliminary determination that the selected
alternative is the “Least Environmentally Damaging
Practicable Alternative” (LEDPA)
Work Phase
Record of Decision – Environmental
Impact Statement
ReevaluationEnvironmental Assessment
Signed Draft EA
Public Hearing

Anticipated FONSI

Date

6/2002

8/7/2017

10/3/2017

2/2018

Final Design /
Right-of-Way Design

2018

Right-of-Way
Acquisition

2019

Construction Begins

2020
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Safety
Regional freight trips introduce another variable into the traffic stream because of their size
differential and variations in operating characteristics between trucks and passenger vehicles,
such as greater stopping distance, slower lane changes, maneuvering with “blind spots,” and
extra acceleration and deceleration distance. With the addition of the Lincoln South Beltway,
most of the large truck traffic would be removed from Nebraska Highway. The diversion of
through medium- and heavy-truck freight trips, which comprise nearly 20% of the current traffic
stream (on the east end of the corridor near S. 120th Street), is projected to decrease daily truck
volumes on Nebraska Highway by diverting approximately 77% of the daily truck volume on
Nebraska Highway to the Lincoln South Beltway. The positive effects on mobility and safety
due to fewer trucks on Nebraska Highway are magnified because the size and operating
characteristics of one truck is equivalent to three or more passenger vehicles.

Projected Decreases in Traffic Volumes and Crashes with the Lincoln South Beltway
Crash victims and their families, friends, and employers are affected by motor vehicle crashes in
many ways. The costs of crashes are borne by society through many factors, including medical
costs, emergency services, decrease in market productivity, loss of household productivity,
insurance premiums, legal fees, and property damages.
Similar to the other components of the analysis, societal benefits attributed to traffic crashes as a
result from constructing the Lincoln South Beltway are calculated generally as follows:
[𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒]𝑁𝑁𝑁𝑁−𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵 − [𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇𝑇 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒]𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵𝐵
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The basis for crash benefits resulting from the construction of the South Beltway is the shifting of
vehicular traffic, including tractor-trailers, from N-2 and Saltillo Road, which are characterized by
higher crash rates, to the South Beltway and US-77 which have lower crash rates based on
statewide crash rates for similar-type transportation facilities as maintained by NDOT.
No-Build, Annual Traffic Crashes
N-2

Saltillo Road

US-77

Crash Type
Existing

20251

20451

Existing

20251

20451

Existing

20252

20452

0.67

1.01

1.21

0.33

0.51

0.93

0.33

0.05

0.04

10.67

16.08

19.31

-

-

-

2.33

0.24

1.11

17.00

25.63

30.78

-

-

-

5.00

0.81

1.60

61.00

91.98

110.43

-

-

-

6.67

2.84

4.34

Fatal
Injury-A3
Injury-B4
Injury-C5
Injury-all6
PDO7

-

-

-

4.33

6.60

12.15

-

-

-

103.67

156.32

187.67

13.00

19.79

36.44

32.67

6.87

10.86

Total

193.00

291.02

349.40

17.67

26.90

49.52

47.00

10.82

17.95

Build, Annual Traffic Crashes
Crash
Type
Fatal
Injury-A5
Injury-B6
Injury-C7
Injury-all8
PDO9
Total

N-2

Saltillo Road

US-77

South Beltway

Existing1

20252

20452

20253

20453

20254

20454

20254

20454

0.67

0.88

1.05

0.27

0.52

0.03

0.04

0.01

0.01

9.00

11.86

14.23

-

-

0.83

1.30

0.32

0.45

16.33

21.53

25.82

-

-

1.19

1.87

0.46

0.65

56.33

74.26

89.07

-

-

3.24

5.09

1.25

1.77

-

-

-

3.53

6.79

-

-

-

-

94.33

124.35

149.15

10.59

20.36

8.10

12.72

3.12

4.42

176.67

232.87

279.33

14.39

27.67

13.39

21.02

5.16

7.31

1

Existing crashes adjusted to account for the elimination of truck-related crashes
Future crashes estimated using current crash rate adjusted to account for diverted truck volumes to the South
Beltway and elimination of truck-related crashes
3
Future crashes estimated using current crash rate
4
Future crashes estimated using average, state-wide crash rates for similar-type facilities (urban freeway)
2

5Disabling

injury (cannot leave the scene without assistance)
injury, but not disabling
7Possible injury, but not visible
8Crash data provided by Lancaster County for Saltillo Road combines all injury accidents into a single category
6Visible

9

Property Damage Only
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State of Good Repair
Traffic conflicts occur in Lincoln because Nebraska Highway carries a mix of users with varying
needs and purposes. As shown in the figure below, Nebraska Highway is not only the primary
arterial to the City center from the southeastern portions of the City, it is also the most direct
route for interstate traffic between Kansas City (via Interstate 29) and I-80 West.
Regional and interstate traffic (i.e., through traffic and freight traffic) is served better by nonstop, high-speed routes that present few decision points for travelers unfamiliar with local road
configurations or destinations. Local traffic, on the other hand, is served better by multiple
accesses or driveways, intersections, and signage directing travelers to destinations along and
near main routes. Nebraska Highway does not support the regional and interstate types of users
efficiently as it has 13 signalized intersections, 14 non-signalized intersections, and 7 directaccess driveways over its 11-mile route from S. 120th Street to US-77. Each of these access
points creates a potential conflict between through traffic wanting to travel without stopping and
the need to accommodate local traffic exiting and entering the highway at access points.
Signalized intersections designed to stop through traffic and allow opposing traffic to cross,
enter, or exit the highway introduce turbulence in the traffic stream, especially if, as in the case
with Nebraska Highway, a high percentage of the traffic flow includes large trucks that
accelerate and decelerate slowly.

Lincoln South Beltway Regional Context
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Economic Competitiveness
To date, the Nebraska Department of Transportation, in association with our project sponsors,
have realized the need for the Lincoln South Beltway to improve the ‘economic competitiveness’
for Lincoln, Eastern Nebraska, and the Midwest Region. To address the criteria established in
the Notice of Funding Opportunity:
• If the Lincoln South Beltway is not constructed, the relatively high percentage of
large trucks on N-2 will continue to use the current Nebraska Highway. NDOT
Materials & Research Division staff expect complete reconstruction will be required
along many segments as soon as practicable. The no-build option and current route
expandability has been considered and ultimately rejected because it does not
decrease transportation costs and would not improve access. The Lincoln South
Beltway would eliminate the need for 6-laning the existing route. In addition, adding
capacity to the in-town facility would not resolve one of the main project goals of
removing large freight traffic from the local system.

will

•

Vehicle-miles traveled, or VMT, represents the distance people drive within a defined
travel demand model roadway network. Similarly, vehicle-hours traveled, or VHT, is
the amount of time spent driving. Both VMT and VHT serve as region-wide
measures of effectiveness. The entire Metropolitan Planning Organization area for
the City of Lincoln was used to determine both VMT and VHT as shown below. The
build alternative has less VHT than the no-build alternative. Because the South
Beltway adds a slightly longer route for some trips, VMT was expected to be higher
in the build alternative.
2040 Daily Region-wide Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) & Vehicle Hours
Traveled (VHT)
No Build
Build
Difference
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VMT
VHT
9,366,100 261,400
9,400,000 261,200
+33,900
-200

•

Population in the City and Lancaster County has steadily increased, averaging just
over 1 percent growth annually for the past 50 years. According to Lincoln/Lancaster
County 2040 Comprehensive Plan, most of this growth is expected to occur within
the City, where the population is projected to increase from 258,379 residents in 2010
to 371,700 in 2040. The highest rate of population growth is expected to occur along
the periphery of the City. In the majority of the transportation analysis zones south of
the existing City limits and north of the proposed Lincoln South Beltway, the number
of households is forecast to increase more than 100 percent by 2040.

Pioneers
Interchange
Old Cheney
Overpass

Urban

Warlick
Interchange

US77 and LSB coded
as “freeway”

Reduced speed
limit to 50 mph
Suburban

Saltillo Road speed limit
reduced from 50 to 45 mph

Rural

Suburban

Rural

Metropolitan Planning Organization – Travel Demand Model including The Lincoln South
Beltway. (Note: not all projects shown are ‘fiscally constrained’)
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Environmental Sustainability
Reduce energy use and air or water pollution through congestion mitigation strategies.
Currently Nebraska Highway presents a bottleneck in uninterrupted freight travel, as frequent
stops and slow acceleration/deceleration of trucks disrupts traffic flow, impedes mobility, and
presents safety concerns for both freight and local travelers. The project would improve regional
air quality by reducing vehicles travelling at low speeds or idling at congested intersections and
roadways. Even though the Lincoln South Beltway may cause slightly higher vehicle miles
traveled in the project area, it would reduce vehicle hours traveled, thereby improving travel
efficiency, reducing energy use, and relieving traffic congestion.
The Lincoln South Beltway has been designed to be consistent with future plans for the
development of the Salt Valley Greenway, a future open space corridor around the Lincoln
urbanized area, following the Salt Valley drainage basin. The Salt Valley Greenway would serve
as a greenway linkage (LPLAN 2040) that preserves land in an undeveloped state, often due to
unique natural attributes such as floodplains and associated riparian areas, saline and freshwater
wetlands, and native prairies, with potential integration of local and regional commuter and
recreational trails.
Avoid adverse environmental impacts to air or water quality, wetlands, and endangered species.
Air Quality
Potential air quality impacts from the construction of the Lincoln South Beltway would be
temporary and short term. With innovations such as longer pavement life and changes in
materials, emissions from the operation of the facility would be mitigated by allowing longer
intervals between maintenance and rehabilitation events.
• The project area is in attainment: the project does not warrant a detailed air quality
analysis and thereby would not have a significant adverse impact on air quality.
• The project would route vehicle traffic, especially truck traffic, away from the populated
urban area and reduce regional travel time, which would reduce the mobile source air
toxic (MSAT) emissions in the Lincoln urban area.
• Since the Lincoln South Beltway would move through-traffic around congested urban
areas, as well as reduce delay and improve traffic flow on the existing urban street
system, the project is consistent with the FHWA strategy for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by improving system and operational efficiencies of the transportation
networks.
Water Quality
During construction of the Lincoln South Beltway, there would be temporary impacts to water
quality resulting from large-scale grading, increased surface water runoff, and soil erosion,
however these temporary impacts would be minimized with the implementation of temporary
and permanent erosion-control measures.
• With the implementation of best management practices, such as erosion and sediment
control or stormwater treatment, the water quality of Salt Creek (303(d) impaired water)
is not expected to be adversely affected. The Nebraska Department of Environmental
Quality issued a Letter of Opinion on May 2, 2017 stating “it is our opinion that
construction activities…in the vicinity of Salt Creek are not likely to affect loading of E.
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coli into the water body or to violate Total Maximum Daily Load limits for this
parameter, provided that Best Management Practices to minimize sediment erosion
during construction are installed and maintained.”
• The project would cross several tributaries to impaired waters, but measures would be in
place to minimize erosion and sedimentation to avoid contributing to the degradation of
waters downstream.
• Several farm ponds would be filled, eliminating livestock-contaminated water from
entering the adjacent streams at those locations. The potential conversion of an
agricultural field to a wetland would further reduce the overall amount of agricultural
chemicals being introduced into the watershed.
During operation of the Lincoln South Beltway, new pavement in previously unpaved areas
would create the potential for increased stormwater runoff; however filtration of pollutants and
sediment through grassed medians and roadside ditches, along with standard best management
practices and appropriate stormwater permitting procedures, would avoid measurable
degradation of water quality. Any wells removed as part of the project would be abandoned and
decommissioned according to applicable regulations and requirements, thereby preventing
potential groundwater contamination.
Wetlands
The wetland delineation identified forested, scrub-shrub and emergent wetlands. In an effort to
avoid and minimize impacts, the incorporation of major design changes (i.e., folded diamond
instead of a standard diamond interchange) that shifted the alignment away from several larger
wetlands and waterbodies has effectively reduced wetland impacts. A preliminary least
environmentally damaging practicable alternative (LEDPA) determination was received from the
US Army Corps of Engineers for the alignment being presented.
Total Impacts to Waters of the US for LEDPA and Current Design
Design
Preliminary LEDPA
Current Design
TOTAL Reductions (ac)
TOTAL Reductions (%)

Total WOUS
(acres)
21.3
16.0
-5.3
25%

Wetlands
(acres)
19.4
15.5
-3.9
20%

Stream
(acres)
1.9
0.5
-1.4
74%

Stream
(linear feet)
15,720
11,360
-4,360
28%

While not all impacts are avoidable, the effort to further avoid and minimize impacts will
continue throughout the final design process. For those impacts that cannot be avoided or
minimized, a potential 30-acre onsite wetland mitigation site has been identified.
Endangered Species
The only listed species likely to occur within the project area is the northern long-eared bat
(NLEB), since suitable habitat for other species does not exist within or adjacent to the project
area. Due to the known presence of NLEB in Wilderness Park, impacts to the park would be
completely avoided. Even though the presence of NLEB has not been documented beyond the
boundary of Wilderness Park, in order to avoid potential mortality from tree clearing at unknown
roosts near Wilderness Park, tree removal would be scheduled outside the NLEB pup-rearing
season (June 1 – July 31).
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Provide environmental benefits, such as brownfield redevelopment, ground water recharge in
areas of water scarcity, wetlands creation or improved habitat connectivity, and stormwater
mitigation.
Onsite mitigation for impacts to wetlands is being considered at a 30-acre site south of the existing
intersection of S. 27th Street and Saltillo Road, east of the BNSF railroad line. The proposed
wetland would be constructed within the Salt Creek floodplain and would serve to replace
beneficial wetland functions lost to the project, such as filtration of pollutants and sediment.
Filtration of sediment and pollutants from the water prior to entering the Salt Creek and other area
tributaries is an essential function of the proposed wetland mitigation sight. In addition to
improving water quality and water storage, wetland sites support wildlife diversity and provide
optimal habitat for microorganisms to thrive.

Water flow would be maintained at all permanent and temporary stream crossings to allow aquatic
species movement and avoid adverse impacts. The underside of new bridges would remain
unobstructed to facilitate terrestrial wildlife movement during and following construction. The
bridges over Salt Creek, Jamaica North Trail, and the BNSF railroad would be designed to provide
adequate height and width for passage of wildlife with flush-surface materials to ensure the
wildlife passages are navigable, if erosion-control measures are needed.
The project would be constructed in compliance with the NDOT municipal separate storm sewer
system (MS4) permit, a part of which addresses stormwater treatment consideration. NDOT
would obtain a Clean Water Act Section 402 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Permit from the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality for grading activities greater than
1 acre in size and for discharges into surface waters of the state. Best management practices would
be reviewed and developed as necessary for Category 5 impaired waters in the project area during
the erosion-control review process.
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Innovation
A – West System Interchange:
The West Interchange is a three level system-tosystem connection. It is designed for a 70 mph
design speed and includes an imbedded service
interchange at Saltillo Road.
B – South 27th Street Interchange:
The S. 27th Street interchange allows
expandability for a future S. 27th Street connector
to the north and ties into Bennet Road for an
improved connection to the south. All northsouth arterials will have a grade separation
underpass constructed for a future City trail plan.
C – Roundabouts:
All new intersections with Saltillo Road will be
constructed as roundabout intersections.
D – South 82th Street Interchange:
The interchange at S. 82nd Street was designed
as a folded diamond which resulted in a
substantial reduction in wetland impacts versus a
conventional diamond configuration.
E – East System Interchange
The East Interchange was designed to
accommodate a future East Beltway. This layout
would eliminate the need to remove existing
infrastructure.
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F – Overall
Below is a typical section and a bird’s eye view of the Lincoln South Beltway. This new freeway
will have four travel lanes. The median and shoulder widths are standard for a freeway facility
that will be posted for 65 mph speeds. In addition, this roadway section would allow
expandability. Should the need arise in the future, additional travel lanes could be added in the
area of the depressed median. Widening to the middle would greatly reduce the need to purchase
more right-of-way and eliminate impacts to adjacent properties in the future.

Partnership
The Lincoln South Beltway is supported by numerous entities that have been project proponents
for several years as this important infrastructure plan is becoming a reality.
Stakeholders that have provided letters of support are:
• United States Senator Deb Fischer
• Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts
• City of Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler
• Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
• State Senator Roy Baker
• State Senator Kate Bolz
• State Senator Curt Friesen
• State Senator Adam Morfeld
• Lincoln Independent Business Association
• Home Builders Association of Lincoln
• American Council of Engineering Companies
Copies of the sponsor letters are available in a separate attachment (Tiger_NDOT
Beltway_Sponsor Letters.pdf)
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The Lincoln South Beltway - Build Alternative Model

Benefit Cost Analysis
A benefit-cost analysis was performed to compare the benefits and costs of constructing the
Lincoln South Beltway. This analysis will assist in the evaluation of the proposed project in
terms of its ability to satisfy the transportation-related purpose and need of the project. The
benefit-cost analysis compares for two roadway network options:
1) Build – constructing the South Beltway as a freeway
2) No-Build – motorists would continue to use the existing transportation network.
Both roadway network options include currently-programmed capital improvement projects.
Furthermore, this analysis estimates benefits and costs for a 20-year period, beginning in 2025
and ending in 2045.
Discount Rate
3.00%
$111.4M
$62.8M
$12.3M

Discount Rate
7.00%
$56.1M
$30.7M
$8.9M

Total Net Benefit

$186.6M

$95.7M

Project Costs
Net Present Residual Value

$297.3M
$84.2M

$297.3M
$29.0M

Total Net Cost

$213.1M

$268.3M

0.88

0.36

Item
Road User Benefits
Crash Reduction Benefits
Maintenance Benefits

Benefit-Cost (B/C) Ratio

The analysis done to arrive at the above table can be found in a separate attachment
Tiger_NDOT Beltway_3 Percent BC Analysis.xlsx
Tiger_NDOT Beltway_7 Percent BC Analysis.xlsx
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